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Library Goes Green 

Since the grand reopening on July 1, 2015, the library has been busy implementing some energy 

efficient improvements to help reduce its electric bill and 

lower the overall temperature inside the building. Employees 

from TJ Electric have spent the last four weeks making some 

much-needed upgrades to the building’s interior lighting 

system. The existing fixtures were originally installed in 

1958, and the light fixtures in the new addition were installed 

in 1968. The old lighting system used a considerable amount 

of electricity, with some sections requiring between 40 to 60 

fluorescent light bulbs. The renovated areas include the Children’s, the Juvenile, and the Young 

Adult areas. With the installation of new fixtures and energy efficient lighting, the library hopes 

to see immediate and long-term benefits. The upgraded 

lighting system will allow the library to cut its energy costs in 

half and reduce the number of bulbs being purchased. The 

technicians are also replacing the outdated grid panels with 

new matching ceiling tiles. These grid panels, which are open 

and part of the original lighting system, were designed so that 

the maximum amount of lighting would illuminate the 

library’s interior. Aesthetically, the new ceiling tiles not only 

give the library a more professional look, but they also help keep the library’s interior air much 

cooler. The library has received positive feedback about these improvements, with many patrons 

appreciative of the cooler temperatures and increased lighting.        

 

Makerspace Lab Launched for Community 

The Robert J. Kleberg Public Library has recently launched a new service for patrons and 

residents to use.  The Maker’s ZONE, a hands-on, three-station makerspace or lab, offers users 

the opportunity to explore different aspects of Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM).  The lab will help patrons learn various skills through 3D printing, photo 

editing, movie making, basic computer coding, basic 

PC game designing, and basic robotics, just to name 

a few.  The inception of the Maker’s ZONE was 

inspired by a collective response to a library survey.  

Several respondents voiced a desire for a digital 

media lab, and more activities for children and teens.  

The library paid the initial cost for the Maker’s 

ZONE equipment.  Fortunately, because the library 

has participated in the Edge Initiative, the library was 

able to participate in the Edge Reimbursement 

Program, and recoup those expenses.  The Edge Coalition, the group behind the Initiative and the 

Reimbursement Program, is an organization that supports each participating library’s path 

towards continuous growth and development of public technology services.  The Robert J. 

Kleberg Public Library joins hundreds of libraries across the United States that have become a 

part of the makerspace movement. Come by the library and experience the Maker’s ZONE. 


